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Business is Booming
in Hartford
ave you noticed all the “Help Wanted” signs as
you drive around Hartford? Well, our businesses
are experiencing incredible success whether
they are in manufacturing or commercial sectors.
Home to three industrial parks housing over
50 manufacturing and logistics businesses, Hartford
has long been a strong economic hub in Washington
County. In fact, 7 of the top 20 employers (by
employee count) in Washington County are located
right here in Hartford. Almost 5,000 people commute to
Hartford every day to work. The businesses here
produce products that are sold nationally through retail
chains such as Home Depot, Menards, and Lowes.
They also produce components for well-known
customers such as Harley, John Deere, Caterpillar and
many more. These innovative companies, both big and
small, continue to grow and the demand for new
employees grows as well.
Business is also booming on Main Street. The
Downtown Revitalization project, initiated in 2014, has
been wildly successful. Once vacant storefronts are
now occupied by several new businesses. We have a
new hotel, the Cobblestone Hotel and Suites, and
several new restaurants that complement those that

H

NEW TO JOHN’S HOBBIES
ART DEPARTMENT featuring
Acrylic, Oil Paints, Easels,
Canvases, Palettes, Brushes,
Sketching Supplies & More

Exclusive
TRAXXAS
Dealer

LIONEL TRAINS • BREYER HORSES
BRUDER TOYS • TRAXXAS
Trains, Models, Rockets, R/C,
Slot Car Supplies & Telescopes
54 N. MAIN STREET, HARTFORD
262-673-7454 • jhobbies.com
Monday Closed • Tues-Fri 11am-7pm
Sat. 9am-4pm • Sun 11am-3pm

John F. Hetzel, Owner john@jhobbies.com
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were already here. More people are choosing to live
Downtown with the completion of the Rincon 225
project as well as new apartments added above what
was once known as the Hilt Hotel and the Welsch
building. More people living downtown will spur
additional development. Downtown Hartford has
become known as a great place for shopping, dining,
and cultural activities at the Schauer Center and the
Wisconsin Automotive Museum. People from outside of
Hartford are making this a day trip destination.
Business is booming on the Highway 60/Sumner St.
commercial strip. Festival Foods has made a major
investment here and will be opening a new 68,000square-foot store in August. Located in what was once
known as Hartford Plaza, the Festival development will
also feature a strip mall with six 2,000 square foot retail
spaces. Further plans to develop the West end of the
former Plaza will be announced late in 2022 or early
2023. Earlier this year Culvers and Starbucks opened
new locations on Sumner St. and are drawing large
numbers to their locations each day.
The success we’ve had in revitalizing our community
has been noticed and will prompt additional
development. This will prove to residents and visitors
that Hartford is a great place to live, work, play and
shop.
Tom Hostad,
Executive Director
Hartford Area Development Corp.

The Housing Challenge – Affordable
Residential Development

T

he residential real estate market, both nationally
and in Washington County, has been red hot! We’ve
all heard the stories of houses being sold in 24
hours or less, sellers receiving multiple offers, and
buyers being frustrated after having numerous
offers to purchase rejected.
There is an old adage that says that the three most
important things in real estate are “Location, Location and
Location”. The updated version of that is now “Location,
Availability and Affordability”. Availability is important
because over the last 20 years we have not built enough
homes in Wisconsin to keep pace with population growth.
Lack of housing inventory has made affordability a critical
factor. Coupled with increased material costs in the last
year or two, we have seen new home prices in our area
rise to well over $300,000. This is a price point that can’t
be supported by average wages in Washington County,
especially for first time home buyers. We need affordable
housing options for people who work here and want to live
here. How can we respond to this challenge?
County Executive Josh Schoemann introduced his “Our
Great Community” vision in 2021, and a key supporting
piece to that vision is the “Next Generation Housing”
initiative that was introduced earlier this year. The goal is
to build 1000 new houses in the county over the next ten
years with 75% of that total priced under $300,000.
The Hartford Area Development Corp. (HADC) and
employers in the community recognize that an important
factor in any strategy to attract and retain a quality
workforce includes the availability of affordable housing
options. To support this strategy the HADC is making 64
acres of land it currently owns available for residential
development. Our planned development has been named

one of three pilot projects in the
county leading the way on the Next
Generation Housing initiative. We have
commissioned a Housing Market Study
and a supporting Master Plan for the
development and are expecting both to be
completed in the September/October time
frame.
We’ll provide regular updates on our progress through
local media outlets in the coming month.
We are energized by the need that exists and enthused
to be taking the lead in responding to this issue.
Tom Hostad,
Executive Director
Hartford Area Development Corp.

Local Lending Since 1859.
Purchasing a home can be one of the biggest
decisions you ever make.
Fortunately, Bank Five Nine is a local full-service
community bank offering an entire suite of
mortgage products to fit your needs and lifestyle.
For more information, contact me today!
MEMBER FDIC | BFN NMLS #: 410817 | JOHN NMLS #: 577021

John Whalen

Mortgage Lender

(262) 670-3020
www.bankfivenine.com/johnwhalen
john.whalen@bankfivenine.com
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Creating A Vision For Hartford

P

art of the Hartford Area Development
Corporation’s (HADC) mission and vision
statement is to “Be a catalyst for growth in the
Hartford area”. We knew that consistent and
sustained growth could only be achieved by
creating a vision and a plan.
In 2014, we began to strengthen our relationship with
the City of Hartford, the Chamber of Commerce, and
the Downtown Business Improvement District. We all
realized that we were important stakeholders in the
revitalization process and agreed that we could
accomplish more through collaboration than individual
efforts. We also agreed that we would be better served
by working with a firm that had urban planning
expertise. A request for proposals and a review of those
received suggested that the best candidate for our
project was Vandewalle & Associates. We spent most
of 2015 working together to identify opportunities for
development in downtown Hartford and soliciting
community input. By the end of 2015 we presented our
plans to the Hartford Plan Commission and City Council
and received approval from both. The plan was created
and approved but now the hard work would begin!
We envisioned several catalytic projects for
Downtown. The hope was that as people saw building
improvements and remodeling taking place, they would

join in the efforts. The results to date have been
spectacular! The old Hilt Hotel has been renovated with
upper-level living spaces and street level commercial
development. The same is true of the Welch building
(formerly known as the Mole Hole) and we thank Danny
and Wendy Dulak for taking the lead and embracing the
vision. On the North end of Downtown the Rincon 225
development has been completed and we are confident
that more people living downtown will spur additional
development.

A new hotel and restaurant, The Cobblestone Hotel
and Suites and Wissota Chop House have also been
added to the Downtown landscape. The area to the
immediate West of the hotel has been revitalized to add
more parking to downtown.
The Millstream building was purchased and
renovated by Bill and Ane Ohm and will soon be home
to Hartford’s first Tap House featuring craft beers and
an outdoor patio along the Rubicon River.
Once empty storefronts are now full, with many new
businesses landing downtown. There is excitement up
and down Main Street. It’s become a destination for
shopping and dining and its attracting people from
outside Hartford to come and experience all that we
have to offer.
We’ve come a long way and it’s exciting to anticipate
what the future may hold for us. The Highway 60/
Sumner St. corridor is next up with Festival Foods and
a new Culver’s restaurant leading the way.
Hartford, It’s Happening Here!
Tom Hostad,
Executive Director
Hartford Area Development Corp.
6

Hartford It's Happening Here! | Autumn 2022 / Winter 2023

Hartford Police Department K9 Unit Getting
Criminals and Drugs Off Our Streets

T

he Hartford Police Department recently placed
into service its second Canine Unit Flash. Officer
Cole Parker is Flash’s handler. Cash, the
previous Canine, aged out, and was taken out of
service in December of 2021. The department
worked together with Jessiffany, a local kennel, to
purchase and train another canine. Jessiffany
specializes in social, imported, highly trained protection
dogs from Europe. Jessiffany Canine Services, LLC in
Iron Ridge, WI, imports the world's best German
Shepherds, Dutch Shepherds, and Malinois specifically
selected by the trainers, and law enforcement to meet
Hartford Police Department’s needs.
Startup costs for the new Canine add up to
approximately $79,570.07. Included in those costs are
a new canine squad, the equipment installed into the
squad, cell phone and GPS tracker, canine and handler
training, dog food and veterinarian costs, and training
aides like a bite suit. The canine program at the
Hartford Police Department is fully funded by donations,
and we were very fortunate to receive donations from
individuals and private industry. Quad
graphics donated $30,000 to the new
canine. To date, we have received
$84,846.89 in donations, and we expect
another $6,000 soon and pledges for
additional donations in the coming the
years. We are very grateful to have such amazing
community support!
Our previous canine Cash was trained in drug
detection solely. Flash has been trained as a dualpurpose dog. His training included drug detection,
human and article tracking, and apprehension, or what

is commonly known as a
bite dog. Thus far, Flash
has had to draw upon all
these skills. Recently,
during the execution of
the warrant, a woman’s
31-year-old brother
attempted to flee due to
outstanding felony
warrants unrelated to the
search warrant. The
Canine Unit was on the
perimeter of the residence
and the subject contacted
Canine Flash. Due to
Flash’s presence, the subject stopped immediately and
quickly surrendered to law enforcement personnel
without further incident. Canine Flash was then
deployed for a search within the residence. He provided
numerous alerts for the present of drugs, and a
subsequent search of these areas yielded narcotics and
drug paraphernalia.
Also recently, during an interdiction
traffic stop, a suspect was arrested for
OWI 2nd offense, felony bail jump,
possession of 70 grams of marijuana,
and possession of drug paraphernalia.
Canine Flash was deployed and alerted to the vehicle.
The suspect had been at court earlier in the day for
charges of second-degree sexual assault through
Washington County. These are simply a couple
examples of Flash’s potential to keep drugs and
offenders out of our community. Our canine has been
requested and deployed for multiple interdiction efforts
throughout Washington County with excellent results.
The Hartford Police Department expects our canine
resource to continue to perform at a high level, and
work to protect both the citizens in the City of Hartford
and surrounding counties.

The place where
historic charm
meets romantic elegance.

chandelierballroom.com
262.673.4946
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Everyone Has A Library, What Makes Hartford’s
Jack Russell Memorial Library Special?

F

or most communities, they would call their public
library their hidden gem. But in Hartford, the Jack
Russell Memorial Library (JRML) isn’t hidden and
is wildly popular with residents and visitors alike.
The Jack Russell Memorial Library, in its current state, opened in 2011 along the southern banks
of the historic Hartford Mill Pond. Since it opened, this
beautiful facility doesn’t just hold books, but opportunities for so much more.
Here are just a few interesting facts about your local
library:
Library access equals opportunity. Ninety-eight

8
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percent of public libraries provide free wireless internet.
The JRML has Wi-Fi available after the library closes,
even on holidays in the parking lot.
Ninety percent of public libraries help citizens with
basic computer and internet skills and 97% help with
government forms. Library staff is available 53 hours
across three public service areas to work with people on
various tasks requiring online access.
Nine out of 10 libraries provide access to e-books.
JRML provides access to Hoopla, on-demand electronic
content, and Overdrive through the Libby app to electronic contact including magazines. In 2021, digital re-

source use continued to grow with a 5% increase, which
equates to approximately two downloads for every
resident living in the City of Hartford.
Despite what you may hear about the death
of print books and the lack of interest in libraries, there are more public libraries in the U.S.
than there are Starbucks, a total of 16,568.
More than just storage spaces for books,
libraries are important community hubs that
serve as centers of learning, professional development, job services, and entertainment. In 2021, print remained a vital core service with 142,832 physical items
borrowed. JRML’s dedicated, friendly staff handles on
average over 430,000 physical items per year! This includes items pulled to ship to other libraries to fill holds,
items coming in requested by Hartford citizens, and
the number of items borrowed to other libraries in the
Monarch System.
Libraries play a role in a community's quality of life.
States and communities that spend more on public
libraries, parks, and other public goods are shown to
have happier residents. It costs approximately 13 cents
per day in local taxes to operate Jack Russell Memorial Library serving over 25,000 people and six school
districts in Dodge and Washington Counties.
Looking for big family fun for no cost? Family Adventure passes are available for free at the JRML to some
of Milwaukee’s biggest attractions. Citizens with a library card ages 18 and up can check out a pass for free
admission to regional attractions: Betty Brinn Children's
Museum, Mitchell Park Domes, the Milwaukee County
Zoo, and the Milwaukee Art Museum.
Lower-income students are especially at risk of falling
behind in math and reading when school is out. Libraries help narrow the achievement gap by offering summer learning opportunities to kids of all backgrounds.
With the support of the Friends of the Hartford Library,
the Library can provide an engaging, robust summer
library program for children and teens. This summer the
Hartford Union High School Robotics Team partnered
with JRML to provide three, free coding mini camps during the summer.
Almost 75% of libraries provide programs that assist
individuals to apply for jobs, creating resumes, and preparing for interviews. In partnership with the Washington-Ozaukee-Waukesha County Job Centers, citizens
can work with an expert to help them find their next job,
update a resume, file unemployment insurance claims,
and other related job seeker needs. Services are available Wednesdays between 1-3:30.
There is truly something for everyone at the
JRML! Our staff and volunteers will continue to support
the community, connect, and engage. We are here for
you no matter what.
Describing what makes this library special is challenging because it's not one person, book or event. It's the
community. It's the staff. It's the support from the City,
businesses, Friends of the Library, and local organizations. All these groups coming together make this

building come to life, giving the library the opportunity
to be an anchor to the Downtown and the ability to
provide an engaging, robust service for all ages.
We've got storytimes for youth, on-the-go kits
for adults, kids, and teens, a Memory Cafe for
residents with dementia and Alzheimer's, book
discussion groups, and mini-camps with the
HUHS Robotics team, just to name a handful of
activities and programs, that make it more than
just books. JRML truly embraces gathering the
community together. A citizen recently said to a staff
member "A community with a library like Hartford is a
place I want to live".  

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR OVER 30 YEARS
WE’RE OPEN AND READY TO SERVE
ALL YOUR AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR NEEDS
FREE IN
TOWN RIDES

Owner-Jeff Orlebake

PRO AUTO

SALES & SERVICE

303 E. Monroe, Hartford (Corner of 83 & Monroe)
262–673–9060 • Monday–Friday 8am to 5:30pm

STATE EMISSION TESTING DONE HERE
Bring Your Paperwork
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Come Check Out Your
Hartford Recreation Center

M

any communities throughout the state will have
a Recreation Department. Some will have
private Recreational Facilities (YMCA, Fitness
Studios). But, Hartford is unique in that our
residents have their very own public
recreational center.
Located at 125 North Rural Street, the
47,000-square-foot facility houses a full-size
gymnasium, indoor Aquatics Center, fitness studios,
cardio and free weight rooms. The building also
provides space for various craft, educational and
community offerings. In addition, the facility also holds
offices for Parks and Recreation staff, City Building
Maintenance, and City Transportation. Built in 2000,
this facility offers well balanced programs to persons of
all ages and socio-economic levels.
Surely one of its most popular features is the
Signicast Family Aquatics Center. With three lap lanes,
a warm water therapy pool, zero depth toddler swim
area, and huge waterslide, there’s something for
anyone who enjoys the water.
In 2021, the Recreation Center saw over 50,000
member admittances for access to various amenities
and programing. The “Rec Center” offered over 400

classes ranging from adult enrichment to youth sports.
Over 1000 youth also participated in swim lessons
through the Recreation Department in 2021. In addition,
senior programming is achieving near record
participation post COVID.
The Hartford Rec Center Provides
• Cardio Fitness Room
• Free Weight Fitness Room
• Full size Gymnasium
• Fitness Studios
• Craft Classroom
• Pre-school Classrooms
• Community Rooms
What do others Say about the Hartford Rec
Center?

“The facilities are excellent and well
maintained.”

LOCAL AREA CHURCHES
STOP IN TODAY FOR OUR LATEST CRAFT TAP SELECTION!
JOB #: 271094-R0
DATE: 08.09.2022
DESIGNER: T Grueschow
SALES REP: C Rutchik

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

00.00.00
00.00.00
00.00.00
00.00.00
00.00.00
00.00.00
00.00.00
00.00.00
00.00.00
00.00.00

XX
XX
XX
XX
XX
XX
XX
XX
XX
XX

XXXX
XXXX
XXXX
XXXX
XXXX
XXXX
XXXX
XXXX
XXXX
XXXX

CLIENT APPROVAL

DATE

LANDLORD APPROVAL

DATE

QC

SMALL PLATES
SHAREABLES
CRAFT COCKTAILS
SPECIALTY WINES
SEE FACEBOOK FOR MORE DETAILS
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Hours of Operations
Wed/Thurs/Fri
4 PM to 10 PM
Sat/Sun
11 AM to 10 PM

BREWED OMEN

First United Methodist Church of Hartford
738 West Monroe Ave, Hartford Wi 53027
262-673-3290, www.fumchartford.com
Hour Fall - May 8:45 & 10:45
Sunday School and Fellowship Between Services
Divine Savior Lutheran Church (LCMS)
3200 Hwy. K, Hartford, WI 53027
(262) 673-5140 • www.divinesaviorlutheran.com
St. Lawrence Catholic Church
4886 Highway 175 Hartford, Wisconsin 53027
(262) 644-5701 • www.stlawrence-parish.com
Sat 4pm, Sun 10am, Tues 8am, Thurs 5:30pm

SHEET NUMBER

SIZE: 14x48

BOARD TYPE: DIGITAL

LOCATED
Lower Level
120 North Main
Street

(262) 397-8490
@brewedomen
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ACUPUNCTURE
AT
LOTUS BE WELL

Tammy Nelson
Certified
Acupuncturist &
Zero Balancer
47 N. Main St. Hartford
Call or email to schedule your appointment today!
Located inside
hartfordacupuncture@gmail.com 262-825-8282
Lotus Be Well

“The preschool classes have been
great for my kids and the teachers are
wonderful.”
“First time at the pool. Four
grandchildren had a great time. Can’t
wait to go back.”
The Hartford Recreation Center is an important place
for participant’s well-being, both physical and mental.
We have people with injuries and major health ailments
use our Therapy Pool and Lap pool and we are witness
to their recovery. Our staff understands the importance
of mental and emotional well-being as we lend an ear
to those willing to share their stories, lives and

happenings with us.
Fun Statistics from 2021
• 52k+ admittances from memberships (Fitness
rooms, gymnasium, lap swimming, open swim,
therapy pool, water aerobics, senior exercise)
• 1140 memberships sold (including water
aerobics punch cards)
• 1,012 kids registered in swim lessons
• 7,971 youth swim lessons attendance
• Rec Center offered 417 classes (adult fitness,
pre-school classes, craft classes and youth sports
• There were 220 room rentals with 5400+
attending those rentals

10 S Main St, Hartford
(262) 457-2662

Proud Hartford Business
since August 2017!

Shop Small. Shop Local. Shop Handmade.

Text "LOCAL" to
262-263-5335 and
receive

10%
off
one item just for
joining our VIP
Text Club!

*You will receive texts about
upcoming events, workshops,
flash sales, and more. We
promise to never spam you.*

VIEW AND SIGN UP FOR
OUR WORKSHOPS WITH
JUST A COUPLE OF CLICKS!
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Hartford. “It’s
Happening Here!”
ecently, community leaders met to discuss how
we can best share the greatness of our
community? The slogan of “Hartford. It’s
Happening Here!” was born. In this community of
16,000 people there is ALWAYS something
happening in Hartford.
We have a vibrant downtown with locally owned
specialty shops and a variety of restaurants. The parks
and recreation spots throughout the greater community
offer places to play and rest with friends, families and
neighbors. Our many parks within the city of Hartford
host family gatherings, city band concerts, art shows,
and spaces to enjoy nature. The Veterans Aquatic
Center offers family fun all summer as well as fitness
times for adults. Hartford has a very active Senior
Center providing a space for people to gather and to
learn.
Industry has been the backbone of this community
from the beginning. Hartford’s large industrial park
employs thousands of people. We are home to the
Wisconsin Automotive Museum located in our
downtown district featuring a collection of Kissel cars

R

along with a multitude of vintage vehicles. The museum
is also home to the 1913 1003 Steam Locomotive
Engine that appears annually for our Christmas
Parade. In the same building the Schauer Arts Center
holds a beautiful 571-seat-theater that provides world
class entertainment year-round.
There are several signature events that take place
throughout the year such as Iced on Main, Car Show
and Block Party, Maxwell Street Day, Pink Pumpkin
Run and our famous Christmas Parade. Weekly, in the
summertime we have two farmer markets on Thursday
evening in conjunction with the Schauer Center
Courtyard music series and Saturday mornings.
Hartford is within minutes of three beautiful golf
courses and the nature of the Kettle Moraine. Pike
Lake State Park has plenty of hiking, a beautiful beach
on Pike Lake and a tower to climb. Iconic Holy Hill
Basilica of the National Shrine of Mary is visited by
thousands of people each year. The Chandelier
Ballroom is a historic venue used for celebrations of all
kinds.
Living in Hartford is quite comfortable; we have
beautiful neighborhoods, great schools, parks,
restaurants and shopping. We have a large library with
lots of programing for children and adults located on
the historic millpond. The community is small enough
to know your neighbors and big enough to meet the
needs of things for daily life.
The Hartford Area Chamber of Commerce is
celebrating 100 years in 2022, come to Hartford! It’s
Happening Here!
Dana Osmanski
President, Board of Directors
Step back into the simpler times of the 50s and enjoy

SCOOPALICIOUS
• Homemade Ice Cream
• Old Fashioned Malts
• Root Beer Floats
• Nostalgic Candies
• Ice Cream Pints &
Quarts
• Usinger Products

65 N. MAIN STREET

DOWNTOWN HARTFORD

262-673-1957

Monday-Sunday 12noon-8pm (Hours subject to change)
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100 Years in the
Making
he Hartford Area Chamber of Commerce is
celebrating its 100-year anniversary this year,
and it may be the only Chamber in the country to
have its very own brand of ice cream. It is a
prime example of a local business expressing its
gratitude for what the Chamber has done for the town.
The Hartford Chamber’s 100-year trek began on
Jan. 22, 1922, under the auspices of Mayor J.H.G.
Lieven, Charles H. Lohr and Ed Gehp along with 80
business owners. Their first motto was “Hartford. Don’t
knock. Come right in.”
From 1922 until 1929, the Chamber spearheaded a
fund drive to feed starving children in Germany and an
ordinance against transient merchants. Membership
fluctuated through the decade from 50 to 123.
On April 4, 1933, the Chamber was formally
incorporated with the state of Wisconsin “to develop
and encourage business in Washington County.” Two
present-day city businesses were founding members
of the Chamber: Forte Bank and Berndt-Ledesma
Funeral Home.
Dodge Dental Studio and the Hartford Public Market
are two of the Chamber’s newest members. BerndtLedesma Funeral Home owner Greg Ledesma said
the Chamber has a symbiotic relationship with
business. “The Chamber has all the business
information and the programs to allow businesses to
be involved in actions that the Chamber takes. And the
Chamber does networking that makes our businesses
better,” Ledesma said.
The list of annual community events promoted by
the Chamber is long and includes shopping events,
pink pumpkin festival, farmers markets, car show and
block party and a golf outing.
Chamber Board President Dana Osmanski says the
city and its Chamber click because of support from
Hartford area residents. “It is a strong community with
many amenities raised by private funds. The
community support for the Chamber and their interest
in making the community the best is remarkable,”
Osmanski said.
The city and Chamber have focused on revitalizing
downtown Hartford through family-friendly activities
such as the downtown Christmas parade, Car Show
and Block Party, Pink Pumpkin Fest to raise breast
cancer awareness; and shopping events such as
Maxwell Street Days in July, Ladies Night Out or Diva
Days in March and Midnight Madness shopping
downtown in December from 6 p.m. until midnight.
The revitalized downtown is nestled next to the
Rubicon River Mill Pond, which is also home to
Wisconsin’s largest auto museum housed in the

T

original home of Kissel Cars. The museum displays
classic vintage autos with a huge Kissel collection and
artifacts.
Attorney Tim Algiers is a Chamber board member
and owner of Washington County’s oldest law firm,
O’Meara Law firm, LLC, established in 1870. Algiers
said that Hartford is a close-knit community, and the
Chamber benefits members by allowing them to
network and support each other’s businesses. “One
Friday a month we also network with Germantown and
West Bend Chambers,” he added. He credits the
Chamber as being instrumental, along with the city’s
Business Improvement District, in the resurgence over
the last three to five years of Hartford’s downtown area.
Algiers’ law firm has been a Chamber member since
1988. “One hundred years is a nice milestone, but we
are looking forward to another 100 years,” he said.
Hartford ice cream maker Scoop DeVille dedicated a
brand of ice cream to the Chamber’s anniversary
slogan of “100 years of golden opportunity.” The ice
cream is vanilla topped with caramel ribbons and gold
stars.
The Chamber members, annual get-together and
dinner is scheduled happens each January at the
Chandelier Ballroom and each August the Chamber
hosts it Ambassador Golf Outing at Hartford’s very own
Golf Club.
The Chamber is looking forward to the next 100
years supporting and nurturing the community,
businesses and tourism.

Autumn 2022 / Winter 2023 | Hartford It's Happening Here!
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About The Hartford Area Chamber Of
Commerce
he Hartford Area Chamber of Commerce is a
member-driven organization created in 1922 with
a mission to support and nurture growth in our
community. We are an information source for
visitors, newcomers and business owners, and
we sponsor events that connect our membership to the
greater community and each other.
The Chamber’s 12-member board of directors is a
cross-section of business and professional leaders
who are elected annually from our membership. The
board makes policy decisions and provides overall
direction for the Chamber.
The strength of the Chamber lies in the commitment

T
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and involvement of its members. We welcome active
engagement in the programs and services provided by
the Chamber.
Here is how to CONTACT US
Please contact our office directly if we can be
of assistance. We look forward to meeting you and
telling you more about our outstanding community!
1246-A E. Sumner St., P.O. Box 270305
Hartford, WI 53027
Phone: (262) 673-7002 | Fax: (262) 673-7057
Email: info@hartfordchamber.org
Website: www.hartfordchamber.org

Pink Pumpkin Run
The Pink Pumpkin Run is run and organized by a
group of women and men who have been directly
impacted by breast cancer. Julie Wilk was diagnosed
with breast cancer in 2009. The next year, she decided
to start painting pumpkins pink during the month of
October to decorate her husband's dental office, Grand
Avenue Dental Care. At the time, it was just meant to
be a way to meaningfully decorate the office and bring
awareness to breast cancer. It turned out that patients
were touched and moved by the pumpkins and soon
they started asking if they could buy one. Within a few
years, Erin helped Julie to paint more pumpkins each
year and patients at the office could donate to the Avon
Race for the Cure and then pick a pumpkin to take
home. The pumpkins were a huge hit and the next year,
they painted enough of them to sell some at Faith and
Giggles and Perc Place. In 2013, Sally Jude was
diagnosed with breast cancer and during her chemo, a
friend had purchased her a pink pumpkin. The pumpkin
made it through chemo with her and once recovered,
she began to think about how she could make a
difference and get more people involved.
In the fall of 2014, Sally's friend, Karin Buhle
introduced Erin and Sally in the Hartford Business
Improvement District office and Pink Pumpkin ideas
began flowing. After a couple more introductions and a
few lunches, the inaugural run was scheduled for
October 3rd, 2015. Farmers were contacted to donate
pumpkins to the cause, additional committee members
gathered who were interested in the cause, and it was

decided that all monies raised would stay local to help
those going through what we all knew so well.
Our mission is to help local families affected by
breast cancer, by providing basic daily needs in the
form of gift cards and services. We also hope to
encourage, empower, and inspire our community, and
the families within it, through our efforts!
We look forward to seeing you all there on Saturday
October 1st, 2022! Please REGISTER for the Pink
Pumpkin Run and support local families who are
battling breast cancer. There are two options: 5K run or
1 mile walk!!
2015 marked our first ever Pink Pumpkin Run! Since
then, we have raised over $100,000 to give back to
local families going through breast cancer.

If you are a survivor or are facing a breast cancer
diagnosis or going through treatment, we invite you to join us
for our monthly Support Group. These have resumed and will
happen the first Tuesday of every month at 6:00 p.m. at the
Jack Russell Memorial Library in Hartford, Wis. in the upstairs
conference room. All are welcome to join. Please follow us on
Facebook for more information.
This year our event is scheduled for October 1st, 2022 and
it will take place in Downtown, Hartford, Wi. Day of event
registrations are accepted. The run happens in tandem with
the Hartford Chamber of Commerce Pink Pumpkin Fest - Oct
1, 2022 (hartfordchamber.org) happening until 2:00pm the
same day, right downtown. Come
for the run, stay for the fun!
PLEASE SEND DONATIONS
YEAR-ROUND TO:
Pink Pumpkin Run
P.O. Box 270013 Hartford, WI
53027

Autumn 2022 / Winter 2023 | Hartford It's Happening Here!
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Letter from Jason Wix,
BID President
s President of the Business Improvement
District, I would like to personally invite you to
visit our amazing downtown. Our buildings are at
full capacity filled with specialty shops and some
of the greatest restaurants in Washington
County!
Come for the day or spend a couple days as you
stay at our new Cobblestone Hotel located just one
block off of Main Street. Not only will you be enchanted
with our businesses, you’ll also delight in the
breathtaking beauty of the Rubicon River, the beautiful
flowers throughout downtown from spring through fall,
and the dazzling lights that circle the Mill Pond in
November and December.
There is so much to do and see in Downtown
Hartford – I promise, if you visit us once you will want
to visit again.
We hope to see you soon!

A

Jason Wix
President Business Improvement District

What is the BID?
A business improvement district (BID) is a
defined geographic area where businesses are
required to pay an additional tax (or levy) to fund
projects within the district’s boundaries. The
Downtown Hartford BID was developed in the
1980s with the purpose of making improvements
to downtown, and funding downtown events and
activities that bring value to the entire community.
In recent years, the Downtown Hartford BID
has funded the following projects:
• Downtown Lights – $20,000
• Centennial Park Project – $30,000
• Downtown Parking Lot
(east of Cobblestone Hotel) – $40,000
• Façade Improvement Grants – $15,000/year
• Downtown Flowers – $3,000/year
In collaboration with the Hartford Area Chamber
of Commerce, the Downtown BID monetarily
contributes to the following downtown events:
• Classic Car Show
• Maxwell Street Day
• Pink Pumpkin Fest
• Christmas Parade
• Downtown Open House
• Midnight Madness

LLC

Gifts • Furniture • Supplies

Poly Lumber
Patio & Deck
Furniture

Bird Feeders, Houses, Baths, Bird Feed and Gifts for Bird Lovers!

UNIQUE BACKYARD DECOR PRODUCTS

62 N. Main St. Downtown Hartford

262-670-5988 • www.birdsondeck.com
10% Off
GUTTER
COVERS

FREE

Awnings
Solar Shades
Doors
Windows
Gutter Covers
Screen Rooms & More

!

Estimates

w/this ad

REPAIRS • REMODELING • DRAIN CLEANING
WATER HEATERS • SOFTENERS • BATH & KITCHEN
REMODELING

62 N. Main St. Downtown Hartford
262-670-5988
www.homeimpbybirdsondeck.com
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28 E Sumner St Hartford, WI 53027

262-673-6284

Volunteers for a Beautiful Hartford
has been improving downtown Hartford’s
curb appeal since 2004. In 2013, we began
turning our beautiful Riverwalk into a relaxing
oasis right downtown. The Riverwalk is now home
to one of Wisconsin’s largest public alpine gardens,
new trees, and numerous flower gardens.

RIVERWALK

Our next project includes managing the decoration and lighting
of the Riverwalk for the holidays. While we continue to add lighting
to the entire Riverwalk, our sights are set on November 2023 when
brand new Centennial Park north of the Mill Pond is expected to
be completed.
We envision the annual Hartford Christmas parade culminating in
a community tree lighting in Centennial Park where residents and
visitors will gather to participate in the celebration and stroll the
festive Riverwalk.
Volunteers for a Beautiful Hartford has always relied on the
generosity of local businesses, foundations and individuals to
make Hartford beautiful, and turning this vision into reality is
no different. Please consider making a 1-, 2- or 3-year financial
commitment to Volunteers for a Beautiful Hartford for the
Holiday Riverwalk.
For more information, please contact Jason Wix of Faith & Giggles
at 262-397-8689.

Yes! I want to help beautify Hartford through a financial contribution to the Holida
Holiday Riverwalk.
Sponsorship dollar amounts
$20,000

$10,000

$5,000

$1,000

$500

$250

$100

Other

Please break my contribution up over
Name:

2 years

3 years and bill me annually.
Business Name (if applicable):

Address:
City:

State:

Phone:

Email:

ZIP:

Make checks payable to: Volunteers for a Beautiful Hartford – Holiday Riverwalk, 125 N. Rural St. Hartford, WI 53027
Volunteers for a Beautiful Hartford is a 501(c)3 organization and your donation is tax-deductible.

Autumn 2022 / Winter 2023 | Hartford It's Happening Here!
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Downtown Hartford

D

owntown Hartford is the heartbeat of our vibrant
community. We offer an eclectic mix of shops,
new housing, dining options, activities, and
services found nowhere else. Come for a day
trip or overnight getaway and discover our
hidden gems for yourself! Downtown Hartford is home
to:

Schauer Arts Center

The Schauer Arts Center is a local and regional
treasure. Filled with culture and history, the Center was
transformed from a canning factory built in 1912 into
an architectural award-winning performing and visual
arts center. Since opening in 2001, the Center has
provided high quality professional touring
performances in its theater, and regional artwork
tastefully presented in the art gallery. The year-round
Schauer School of the Arts offers music, theater,
dance, and visual arts education for all ages and
abilities.

18
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Wisconsin Automotive
Museum

History comes alive at the Wisconsin Automotive
Museum. Showcasing transportation history, the
museum is Wisconsin’s largest auto museum, featuring
an ever-changing display of classic and vintage autos
and artifacts plus the largest assembled group of
Hartford-built Kissel luxury automobiles.

Jack Russell Memorial
Library

Enjoy quiet time spent among books at our
spectacular Jack Russell Memorial Library. The twostory, 35,000-square-foot space is an anchor for
downtown Hartford boasting a community room, three
small study rooms, quiet reading areas overlooking
the Hartford Mill Pond, 19 internet stations and Wi-Fi
access. The Jack Russell Memorial Library also is
home to the Hartford History Room where
researchers can access a variety of public records
resources.
See the full list of downtown businesses
and attractions here:
www.downtownhartfordwi.com

You know us. WE TAKE PRIDE IN SERVING YOU.
• We live here. We work here. We volunteer
here. We enjoy our role in ensuring the
success of this community.
• Together through WPPI Energy, we work
with 50 other locally owned utilities to be
proactive in meeting your needs.

At Hartford Electric, we join forces with other local not-for-profit
utilities through WPPI Energy to share resources and lower costs.

ci.hartford.wi.us

(262) 670-3700
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Downtown Hartford Events
Whether the snow is falling or the sun is
shining, there is always something happening in
Hartford. In partnership with the Hartford
Chamber of Commerce and The Mill, the
Downtown Hartford Business Improvement
District (BID) sponsors more than a dozen downtown
events throughout the year. These include familyfriendly activities like Iced on Main, our Christmas
Parade, and Pink Pumpkin Fest in October. Plus,
shopping events like Maxwell Street Day, Ladies Night
Out, Midnight Madness, and more.
Mark your calendars for the following Downtown
Hartford events!

D

Farmers Markets

Downtown Hartford boasts not one, but two Farmers Markets. Our Saturday
Farmers Market runs May through October in the Rec Center parking lot (125 N
Rural St.) from 8 a.m. until 12 p.m. Find seasonal fruits and vegetables, flowers,
bakery, organic eggs, beef and chicken, arts and crafts, and so much more!
You’ll also want to stop out on a Thursday night (same place) from 4:30 to
7:30 p.m. through September for our Weeknight Market. Grab your family,
friends, or neighbors and come on down for your favorite market finds.

20
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Pink Pumpkin Fest | Oct 1

Run or walk in the annual Pink Pumpkin Run, a charity run raising funds to
help local families affected by breast cancer, and stick around downtown for face
painting, food vendors, crafters and more during Pink Pumpkin Fest.

Downtown Trick or Treating | Oct 29 | 1:30pm
Christmas Parade | Nov 12

The Hartford Christmas parade marks the official start to the holiday
season. Visitors can see Santa Claus in the caboose of the steam locomotive
on Main St. and Wisconsin before the parade steps off at 3 pm.
This family friendly event typically has more than 70 entrants and features
various marching bands, local clubs and organizations, and floats from area
businesses – always ending with Santa Claus, of course. Following the
parade, you’ll catch the annual Riverwalk Lights ceremony across from City
Hall.

Holiday Open House | Nov 11 & 12

The weekend of the Christmas parade is the start of the holiday shopping
season in Hartford! Take advantage of special sales and find unique and
memorable gifts for all the people on your list at our downtown businesses and
throughout the city of Hartford.

Small Business Saturday | Nov 26

Shop local, shop small! Hartford’s gift and specialty shops once again run
special sales and events on the Saturday after Thanksgiving to help you find the
perfect gifts for everyone on your list.

Midnight Madness | Dec 9

Shop into the midnight hour during Midnight Madness in Downtown Hartford!
Our downtown businesses are open well past normal hours and the deals get
better the later you shop. If you haven’t visited with Santa yet, you can usually
catch him earlier in the night. While you’re downtown, it’s also a great time to see
the Riverwalk Lights. Midnight Madness is always a fun and zany night!

Iced on Main | Feb 2023

Everyone needs a mid-winter break! Head to Downtown Hartford for our
coolest winter event – dazzling ice sculptures and a live ice carving
demonstration. Plus more frosty fun, including specials and events at local shops
and restaurants.
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Hartford is bringing
public art to the
downtown! Help us
raise $50,000 to
bring 5 murals and
make our world have
a little more Hart.
Artwork proposal
by artist John Kowalczyk.
@johnkowalczyk
Donate by
mailing checks to:
VBH
125 N Rural St.
Hartford, WI 53027
OR
Paypal email:
vbhrtfd@gmail.com

We cannot do this without you!
DONATE to make a lasting impact on Hartford today!

$5,000 (or more) your logo on your sponsored mural's wall, logo
on web page, logo on signage, framed and signed print
$2,500 your logo on your sponsored mural's wall, logo on web
page, logo on signage
$1,500 your logo on Art in Hart web page, logo on working
signage
$500 You logo on working signage while the artist is painting
$50-250 an exclusive invite to the ribbon cutting (email must be
provided)
22
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New Inductees for Hartford Union High School Hall of Fame
The newest members of the Hartford Union High
School Hall of Fame are Mickey Hesprich, Al Laufer,
and Paul Stephans.
Mickey Hesprich
Michael Vincent "Mickey" Hesprich was
born and raised in Hartford. He graduated
from HUHS in 1960 after attending St.
Kilian Catholic Grade School. While at
HUHS, Mickey participated in cross
country, football, baseball, and basketball.
He was vice-president of the Lettermen's Club. During
his senior year, Mickey tied the conference single
game basketball scoring record with 40 points and also
earned that year's Outstanding School Athlete Award.
After high school, Mickey served the United States
Army as a military policeman stationed in Frankfurt,
Germany. Upon his return in 1966, he became known
as "Mickey the Mailman, working 41 and a half years
as a mailman in Hartford. Mickey passed away in
2020. He was married to his high school sweetheart
Carol (Kunz) in 1961 and the couple raised two
children in the community.
Al Laufer
Al Laufer is a 1971 graduate of HUHS.
He was born in Hartford in 1952 and has
been a lifelong resident and supporter of
the community. Al's professional
accomplishments include owning and
operating Laufer Trucking, Inc since
1977 and Wacker Drive Logistics since 2006.
Al's community involvement includes serving for
many years on the Hartford Area Development Corp
(HADC) board of directors, the Forte Bank board of
directors and The Hartford Airport Committee. Al has
also been an active member of the Hartford Fire
Department since 1978, including being the American
Legion Fire Fighter of the year in 2016. Al's personal
accomplishments include many years racing at the
Slinger Speedway and being named to the Slinger
Speedway Wall of Fame in 2019. Al is also an adept
private pilot and avid snowmobiler. Al has been a longtime member and trail boss for the Ridge and Valley
Snowmobile Club, responsible for installing,
maintaining and grooming about 40 miles of area
snowmobile trails.
Paul J. Stephans
Hartford Fire and Rescue Chief Paul
Stephans is a 1980 graduate of HUHS.
He is a lifelong resident of Hartford,
where he and his wife Janel have raised
their five children. Paul was hired by the
Hartford Fire Department in 1989 as a
paid-on-call firefighter and advanced
through the ranks. He was hired full-time as the
Assistant Chief/Administrative Officer in January of
2000 to lead the merger of the Hartford Emergency
Squad and the Hartford Fire Department. Paul

became the first full-time staff member of the
department. In 2002, he was appointed to the City of
Hartford Emergency Management Director position,
adding to his responsibilities as assistant chief in the
fire department. In 2006, the City of Hartford Police
and Fire Commission unanimously appointed Paul as
the City's first full-time fire chief. He has served as a
board member for the Dodge and Washington County
Fire Chiefs Associations, and WI MABAS Division 111.
He is an active member of WI State Fire Chiefs
Association, International Association of Fire Chiefs,
WI State Fire Inspectors Association, Badger
Firefighters Association, the Wisconsin Emergency
Medical Service Association, and the National Fire
Protection Association. In 2018, he was awarded the
Badger Firefighters Association Award for Meritorious
Service. His passion is evident in the vision and
forethought he has shown throughout his career. He
has successfully made the Hartford Fire and Rescue
Department and the Hartford Community the best they
can be. Some examples include advancing the
department to the Advanced EMT level in 2002 and
the Paramedic level in 2021. Additionally, in 2022,
Stephans was instrumental in purchasing land for a
satellite fire station to better serve the community in
the future.

Hartford'sPremier Coaching Club
24/7 Worldwide Access to 5,000+ Locations

Knowledgeable, Friendly & Passionate Staff
Ready to Help You Achieve Your Goals
Coaching, Accountability & Guidance

Small Group Training, Nutrition Coaching &
Specialized Pelvic Core Course
Cardio, Functional & Strength Training

1542 E. Sumner St.
Hartford, WI 53027
262.673.7300

Mention this ad to receive:

$0 Enrollment +
$0 Key Card

SCAN TO
SCHEDULE
A TOUR!

Must be 18 years or older. First time guests.Valid at Hartford
location only. Some restrictions may apply. See club for details.
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Our Schools
The School District of Hartford
Jt. 1 (referred to as “HJT1”)
proudly serves Hartford area
students in grades Pre-K
through 8.

Lincoln Elementary

Pre-K − 5th Grade
755 S Rural Street, Hartford

Preparing for the New
School Year
It is that time of year again. As summer vacations are nearing an end and we
start a new school year, it is important to get back into school year routines.
Regular bedtimes, practicing math facts, and practicing your reading skills!

5 back-to-school tips for starting off the year right!
Rossman Elementary

4K − 5th Grade
600 Highland Avenue, Hartford

Central Middle School

6th-8th Grade
1100 Cedar Street, Hartford

1

Read every day! Research shows that just 15 minutes per day of reading
with a child can mean improved learning throughout school!

2

Talk to your children about their feelings about school, friends, teachers,
and new activities.

3

Set intentions with your children for the school year ahead.

4

Did we mention practice, practice, practice your reading?!?

5

Have a plan for attendance success. Don’t let school absences add up!

Exact Path is another way to ease your children into
the school year. Your child can access their login page
through the District website under student resources, and
click on their respective school. Scan the QR code (right)
with your phone camera and it will take you directly to
that page!
We look forward to a great school year, and as always,
we appreciate the continued support of our Hartford
community.

School District of Hartford Jt. 1 | Serving Hartford families with children in grades Pre-K through 8 | www.hjt1.org
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DID YOU

KNOW?
DEDICATED TO
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Life-Long Learning
We are dedicated to the success of each student through
the active participation of students, staff, family, and
community. Together, we will create an academically
challenging environment and a desire for life-long learning.

HJT1 staff have participated
in 3,189 hours of professional
development this summer
to prepare for the upcoming
school year.

ONLINE ELECTIVES
ARE AVAILABLE TO
CMS STUDENTS
Approximately 350 students
at at Central Middle School
have taken at least one
online elective each year.
Online electives include
classes like Fashion Design,
Career Exploration, Game
Develoment, and Global
Language.

Creating Opportunities for High School and Beyond
The District’s goal is to provide students with opportunities for success throughout
their educational journey.
Central Middle School, in conjunction with Hartford Union High School, offers
courses for high school credit in technical education and Spanish in which students
may receive high school credit from HUHS.
These courses allow students to jump start their high school electives and continue
to take advanced high school courses in these content areas or opens room in
their schedule for other courses in preparation for postsecondary opportunities in
technical college, college, or the workforce.

School District of Hartford Jt. 1 | Serving Hartford families with children in grades Pre-K through 8 | www.hjt1.org
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DID YOU

KNOW?
ROSSMAN
STAFF RECEIVE
COMMUNITY AWARD
Rossman Elementary School
staff and PTO have won six
bowling awards at the Big
Brothers and Big Sisters
“Bowl for Kids’ Sake Event,”
including “Top Fundraiser” and
the “Most Spirit” awards!

TEACHERS
WITH DIVERSE
EDUCATIONAL
EXPERIENCES
We are dedicated to lifelong learning and so are
our staff! Teachers from
Lincoln Elementary School
have attended 25 different
universities.

A Spirit of Inquiry
We believe that building problem solving and critical
thinking skills are crucial for students to succeed in today’s
technology-dependent, fast-paced, and ever-changing
world. Employers agree: critical thinking skills are among
the top skills they look for in prospective employees.

Preparing Students for the Workforce
Prior to Project Lead The Way (PLTW), our students did not have access to
robotics or STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) curriculum. The
hands-on lessons that PLTW provides has a positive impact on Central students
and their ability to think critically on their own and with their peers resulting in
increase learning confidence.
The District will implement the last Project Lead The Way modules this school
year. Students will have the opportunity to take Automation and Robotics! These
modules trace the history, development, and influence of automation and robotics
as students learn about mechanical systems, energy transfer, machine automation,
and computer control systems. Students build real-world objects like traffic lights,
toll booths, and robotic arms. What a great way to build a Wisconsin work force!

School District of Hartford Jt. 1 | Serving Hartford families with children in grades Pre-K through 8 | www.hjt1.org
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2022-23 District Calendar: Save the Dates!
August 25 - Central Open House, 3:30 – 6:30 PM

January 3 - Classes resume for all students

January 19 - End of 2nd Quarter – Central
2022-23
District
Calendar:
Save the Dates!
August 30 - Rossman Open House, 3:30 – 6:30 PM
January 20 - NO CLASSES
August 29 - Lincoln Open House, 3:30 – 6:30 PM

August
25 - Central
Open House,
3:30SCHOOL
– 6:30 PM
September
1 - FIRST
DAY OF

January
resume for
all students4:00 – 7:00 PM
February37- -Classes
Parent-Teacher
Conferences,

August 29 - Lincoln Open House, 3:30 – 6:30 PM
September 5 - NO CLASSES – Labor Day
August 30 - Rossman Open House, 3:30 – 6:30 PM
September 23 - EARLY RELEASE*

January
2nd Quarter – Central
February19
20- -End
NO of
CLASSES

Classes begin for all students

September 1 - FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
Classes
begin
for all students
September
27 - Rossman
Family Night, 4:00 – 7:00 PM
September
- NO
CLASSES
– Labor
Day4:00 – 7:00 PM
September528
- Lincoln
Family
Night,
September
September23
29--EARLY
CentralRELEASE*
Family Night, 4:00 – 7:00 PM
September
- Rossman
October 10 27
- NO
CLASSESFamily Night, 4:00 – 7:00 PM
September
- Lincoln Family
Night, 4:004:00
– 7:00
PM PM
November 128
- Parent-Teacher
Conferences,
– 7:00
September
- Central Family
Night, 4:004:00
– 7:00
PM PM
November 329
- Parent-Teacher
Conferences,
– 7:00
October
10Quarter
- NO CLASSES
End of 1st
– Central
November 14 - Parent-Teacher
Conferences, 4:00
– 7:00 PM
NO CLASSES, Parent-Teacher
Conferences,
8:00 AM – 1:30 PM
November 3 - Parent-Teacher Conferences, 4:00 – 7:00 PM
November 22 - End of 1st Trimester – Lincoln & Rossman
End of 1st Quarter – Central
November 23 - 25 - NO CLASSES
November 4 - NO CLASSES, Parent-Teacher Conferences,
8:00
AM – 1:30
December
26 - PM
January 2 – NO CLASSES - Winter Break

January
- NO
March 3 20
- End
ofCLASSES
2nd Trimester – Lincoln & Rossman
February
Parent-Teacher
Conferences,
March 247- -End
of 3rd Quarter
– Central 4:00 – 7:00 PM
February
- NO
CLASSES
March 2720
- 31
– NO
CLASSES - Spring Break
March
End- NO
of 2nd
Trimester – Lincoln & Rossman
April 7 3&-10
CLASSES
March
of 3rd -Quarter
– Central
May 2924NO- End
CLASSES
Memorial
Day
March
- 31 – RELEASE*
NO CLASSES - Spring Break
June 2 27
- EARLY
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
April 7 & 10 - NO CLASSES
End of 3rd Trimester - Lincoln & Rossman
End
of 4th Quarter
- Central
May 29 NO
CLASSES
- Memorial
Day
*EARLY
TIMES: Lincoln and Rossman Schools will
June
2 - RELEASE
EARLY RELEASE*
release atLAST
11:30DAY
AMOF
andSCHOOL
Central School will release at 11:50
AM. OnlyEnd
morning
early
childhood
and 4K
classes will be in
of 3rd Trimester - Lincoln
& Rossman
session. Afternoon
not be held.
End of 4th sessions
Quarter -will
Central
*EARLY RELEASE TIMES: Lincoln and Rossman Schools will
release at 11:30 AM and Central School will release at 11:50
AM. Only morning early childhood and 4K classes will be in
session. Afternoon sessions will not be held.

November 22 - End of 1st Trimester – Lincoln & Rossman
School23District
of Hartford
November
- 25 - NO
CLASSESJt. 1 | Serving Hartford families with children in grades Pre-K through 8 | www.hjt1.org

December 26 - January 2 – NO CLASSES - Winter Break

School District of Hartford Jt. 1 | Serving Hartford families with children in grades Pre-K through 8 | www.hjt1.org
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G

reetings!
It is with great excitement that I write to you as
part of this new collaborative effort to engage with
our community. Hartford has so many positive
things happening in its community, and Hartford Union
High School (HUHS) is proud to be a small piece of
what is happening here!
HUHS as one of ten union high schools in the state
of Wisconsin, continues to serve more than 1300
students in grades 9-12. In the past two years, our
district has invested greater than $5 million in
renovations to the interior of our building, including a
brand new fitness center, wrestling room, and dance
studio, as well as a fully renovated drama lecture hall
and science classrooms to name just a few.
We are proud to offer a wide array of opportunities,
with a focus on providing a jumpstart to success for all
students upon their graduation from HUHS. It is exciting
to see our student achievement on Advanced
Placement exams compete favorably with all other
Washington County High Schools, providing our
students the opportunity to earn college credit while still
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in high school. Students at HUHS
can also earn college credit through
Jeffrey A. Walters
classes taught on our campus, by
Superintendent
our highly qualified teaching staff.
We also in recent years have offered
EMT and CNA classes on our campus, providing the
opportunity for students to become certified in these
high-demand areas. We have also seen tremendous
growth in our Youth Apprenticeship numbers, more than
doubling the number of students in the past year who
are working for a local industry partner through this
program.
Hartford Union High School is doing great things, and
we thank you for your support of our students and staff.
I encourage you to come and take a look for yourself, I
would very much enjoy any opportunity to meet with
you and show you what HUHS is all about!
Go Orioles!
Mr. Jeffrey A. Walters
Superintendent
Hartford Union High School

Hartford Union High School

Lifelong Learners
We are lifelong learners who have a continual quest for knowledge.
We have a willingness to try new things and the desire to improve.
Curious • Critical Thinkers • Imaginative • Problem Solvers • Coachable

Engaged Citizens
We are community proud and community strong.
We volunteer our time and talents to enhance the area in which we live.
Collaborative • Informed • Aware • Invested • Involved

Globally Responsible
We are connected to the world around us.
We understand the importance of our decisions to our economy and environment,
and we understand the resulting footprint.
Fearless • Communicators • Connected • Brave • Adaptable

Life Ready
We are ready for the journey ahead of us.
We know our strengths and weaknesses; thus, we are prepared
for the challenges that come our way.
Empathetic • Compassionate • Resilient • Reﬂective • Responsible

We Are HARTFORD
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HUHS Aviation Club
KMYA is opening up the Aviation Club to both
Hartford and Slinger High School students.
Participation in this club will teach you to read plans,
organize, and work with others. In addition, you will
learn to rivet, measure, cut, bend, and shape
aluminum into a real aircraft. The RV-12 seats two and
cruises at 130 mph. It is capable of traveling up to 500
miles non-stop.
Cub Air Flight School
Cub Air Flight School is located at the Hartford
Municipal Airport. Through the Aviation Club, students
can receive a 50% discount on flight lessons to obtain
their pilot’s license.

Kettle moraine Youth Aviation, Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit
charitable organization, funds the HUHS Aviation Club
projects. Twenty-one HUHS students worked since 2020
to build this RV12iS airplane.

Aviation Club Meetings:

Sunday 5-8, Mondays & Tuesdays 6-8 at
Hartford Municipal Airport
Aviation Club requires a commitment for the entire
calendar year, two days per week. Sunday and either
Monday or Tuesday evenings, with expanded hours
during the summer. It is a commitment that requires
the student to make a choice between the many
activities available and requires the support of parents
to fulfill that commitment.
Applications are available by contacting Larry
Sullivan: kmya1@yahoo.com or 414-719-5000

What’s the Titan Reloading Advantage?
WE RELOAD!

Join one of our

Hartford
Resident

“Reloading Workshops”
Every 2nd Saturday of the month at
2PM RSVP if you plan to attend

Service and Support
SECOND TO NONE

YOUR HARTFORD EXPERIENCE STARTS HERE!

WISCONSIN’S 2ND BUSIEST NON-TOWERED AIRPORT

Brand New Runways in 2019!
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Jet-A Fuel Now Available!

994 W. Sumner St., Hartford, WI • 262-397-8819
T-F 9AM - 5PM • SAT 9AM - 4PM

24 hour self fuel service • Taxi Service available
For golf, for restaurants, for shows... land here.

www.titanreloading.com

www.ci.hartford.wi.us
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New Tennis Complex Expected
for Fall Completion
An exciting new project is taking place on the
northwest corner of Monroe Ave. and Cedar St. The
Hartford Union High School Board of Education
approved the construction of a new tennis complex
with 8 new tennis courts to be used by the HUHS
students, staff, and community. Construction began in
July and is expected to be completed in the Fall of
2022.
Jeff Walters, Superintendent:
jeff.walters@huhs.org / 262-670-3200 ext. 4010
Scott Helms, Athletics and Activities Director &
Dean of Students:
scott.helms@huhs.org / 262-670-3200 ext. 4090

Wisconsin
Automotive Museum
SHOWCASING
TRANSPORTATION HISTORY

• 115+ cars and trucks exhibited,
featuring Kissel, Nash
and more than 35 other marques
• Other automotive gems include
gas pumps, vintage signs, model cars
• Over an acre of exhibit space
147 North Rural Street • Hartford, WI
262-673-7999 • Wed - Sat 10am to 5pm.
www.wisconsinautomuseum.com
Autumn 2022 / Winter 2023 | Hartford It's Happening Here!
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784 S. Main St | Hartford

262-673-2288

General Dentistry | Emergency Dentistry
Cleaning and Preventative Care | Endodontics
Innovative Orthodontics | Dental Implants
Periodontal Care | Same Day Crowns | Whitening
Accepting New Patients

|

Now Accepting Dentaquest

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

Cannot be combined with other offers.
Expires 12/31/23.

125

$

ON CLEANING EXAM & X-RAYS ($414 value)
32
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What We Stand For
104.9 WTKM is a radio station broadcasting for
Hartford, Washington and Dodge county residents. We
discuss local events and talk about local people that
make news in our listening area. We are a radio station
for ADULTS.  
Our goal is to have the radio station constantly
update news, information, weather and sports to keep
our listeners in the know. We start our day with
informative LOCAL newscasts at the top and bottom of
each hour. The news content focuses on local Hartford,
Washington and Dodge county news. We also keep
our listeners aware of the top state, national and world
news. With the everchanging weather in our area,
frequent weather updates are aired throughout the day
at :20 and :50 minutes past each hour.
While music makes up a large portion of our day, we
are NOT primarily a music station. Instead, we're a
COMMUNITY station that happens to also play music

as part of our full-service programming mix. When we
do play music, it's a blend of country music from 1989
through 2005. Popular songs that are no longer being
played on local country music radio stations.  
Dave and Connie Stout used their combined
80+ years of experience to evolve WTKM into a radio
station that is a friendly companion for listeners who
wake early and listen to the radio at home, at work or in
the car all day. We are THE VOICE OF THE KETTLE
MORAINE.

Hartford
Resident
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Saturday • October 22 • 2022 / 2:00PM TO 6:00PM
Come enjoy dozens of varieties of craft beers while helping local charities by getting your
tickets for the 1st ever Hartford Rotary Craft Beer Walk, Saturday, October 22nd from 2 – 6
PM in downtown Hartford. This event will start at the link building in downtown where you will
receive your commemorative tasting glass, your wristband, your map to the fun, and your check
off card. Then meander your way throughout the mapped area stopping in at many of our local
businesses to both enjoy great snacks and specials but also up to 2 oz of your choice of craft
beers and fermented beverages. This is a great way to not only taste different beverages but
to learn about them and possibly find you next new obsession. By the way, while you are in
these great shops of Hartford, feel free to shop to your heart’s content.
Plus, there is a raffle going on during the walk in which you can win
beer for a year, a half year, or for the day. Top prize is a six-pack of craft beer every month
for an entire year, second place is six – six packs while third place is a single six-pack of
your choice to a given price limit All prizes generously provided by Fox Brothers Piggly
Wiggly.
Meanwhile, after the walk, feel free to stay for dinner at any of our
local restaurants or bars, which will be highlighted in our map as
providing extra specials for those wearing a Craft Beer Walk
wristband.
Tickets for the beer walk are $30 and limited to the first 200 people (age 21 and over).
Tickets can be purchased from any Rotarian or by going to our website at hartfordrotary-wi.
org.
All of the proceeds of the walk and raffle will go to Hartford Rotary projects. The Hartford
Rotary is a non-profit organization, which brings local professionals and retirees together that want to give back to
their community, their region, and the world through many different opportunities.

Some of the major projects that the Hartford Rotary have given to include:

Water projects in Guatemala and Haiti / Free dental and medical in Guatemala / Eradicating Polio world-wide
Locally:
Rotary Park and Gazebo (Grand and Sumner St.) / Saved the Chandelier Ballroom from demolition
Over $6000 annually to Hartford Union High School scholarships
20 VISION houses partnering with Hartford Union High School
Veterans Memorial Aquatic Center / The Pink Pumpkin
Run for Cancer
Literacy for Early Childhood Program – Getting books in
the hands of local parents in the child’s first years.

1246A E Sumner St, Hartford
Apply online at hartfordchamber.org
or call Lily Kidle at 262-673-7002
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The Hartford Rotary meets the first and third Thursday
of the month at the Chandelier Ballroom Fireside Room
from noon – 1 PM with a great lunch and insightful
presentation. For more information on joining your
Hartford Rotary, contact President Greg Ledesma at
262-673-4700.

Golf Event Funds Eric Skaalen Memorial Wrestling Room
The Hartford Union High School wrestling room
serves as a memorial to 1985 HUHS graduate Eric
Skaalen.
In May 2021, the wrestling room was named in
memory of Skaalen and is now called the Eric Skaalen
Memorial Wrestling Room. Eric Skaalen attended
Richfield Elementary School and then HUHS. While at
HUHS, he was on the wrestling team for all four years,
qualifying for the state tournament in 1985. He also
participated in football and was a member of the

National Honor Society. Eric Skaalen graduated from
UW-Whitewater in 1990 with a business degree. He
was a member of the US Army Reserves and served in
Operation Desert Storm as a medical laboratory
specialist.
The Eric Skaalen Memorial Golf Tournament is held
every year, with this year's event occurring on Aug. 27.
There were 107 golfers who participated in the golf
outing. Funds raised from the event go toward the
naming rights for HUHS wrestling room.

Hartford
226 South Main St
Hartford, WI 53027
262-673-4700
Hustisford
136 North Lake St
Hustisford, WI 53034
920-349-3349
Juneau
150 W. Oak Grove St
Juneau, WI 53039
920-386-2361

F

or over 100 years, the Berndt Ledesma Funeral Home has provided families with in Hartford and
the surrounding communities with compassionate and dignified funeral and cremation care.
Today, the Berndt Ledesma Funeral Home continues with this strong reputation of professional care,
helping families to understand all their options.
We always available to answer your questions and assist you with your preplanning needs.
www.berndt-ledesma.com
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% Hartford Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 270305
Hartford, WI 53027

WELCOME TO

AUTUMN / WINTER
in Beautiful Hartford!

Please remember to share this magazine
with any friends or family that are thinking of
relocating to the City of Hartford.
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